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o The ranges will provide a framework for all professionals working with the pupil and will 
give clarity for parents and families in terms of what their child’s needs are and what they 
will receive to support this. They have been made using all agencies in Sunderland and with 
additional outside advice so it will hopefully mean children across the authority will get the 
same deal. 

o It is based on “best practice” of the Children and Families Act and the descriptors are based 
on national best practice in determining the needs of pupils with SEND.

o Uses the four key areas of the Code of Practice that we already use
- Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH)
- Physical/Medical Needs 
- Communication and Interaction (ASD, SLCN)
- Cognition and Learning

o They still use the graduated cycle of Assess, Plan, Do, Review



What are they?
Watch this video, produced by Sunderland Carers

https://sunderlandpcf.co.uk/send-ranges-send-strategy/

.

https://sunderlandpcf.co.uk/send-ranges-send-strategy/




Our SEND children  

Our “Higher needs” SEND 
with EHCP

Our lower ability children,
or children not at ARE. 



So what does it look like for us?



o Children in Range 1 will usually be small group 
and intervention work, but not be on our SEND 
register

o If children are in Range 3, they will be able to 
access outside agencies i.e Autism Outreach, 
Language and Learning, KS1/2 Behaviour Team, 
SALT



Range descriptor Biddick Primary Pupils in this range 

Range 1:

The pupil will have mild difficulties in aspects 

of literacy, numeracy or motor co-ordination 

despite regular attendance, appropriate 

intervention and quality teaching.  Pupil may 

have difficulties with some or all of the 

following:

• Below expected rate of attainment  

• Below age-related and national expectations 

• Difficulty with the acquisition/ use of 

language, literacy, numeracy skills

• Difficulty with the usual pace of curriculum 

delivery

• Some problems with concept development

• Evidence of some difficulties in aspects of 

literacy, numeracy and/or motor co-ordination 

Attainment levels are likely to be a year or 

more delayed

These pupils are part of the main classroom, they 

may have extra support from an adult in the 

classroom.

Teachers have concerns about their progress and 

have shared them with parents. They are not 

registered as SEN.

Approx: 1 year behind the rest of their cohort.

Support in school

o Small group work

o Interventions

o Part of main class with differentiation.

o QFT in all lessons

Cognition and Learning





1. Where is my child placed on the ranges?
2. What evidence has been used to place them?
• Your child will have been placed on ranges across their different 

needs. Some pupils may be on different ranges under different 
headings.

• We are currently moderating our ranges with other schools.
• Every piece of information we have is used to place them, e.g. 

observations, adult input, professional reports, assessments.
• They are placed on a range according to what we see in school 

so a child with ASD may be regulated and be Range 1.



3. Could you show me what interventions have been put into 
place?
4. What impact have they had?

• We use Provision maps in school that show which pupils are 
accessing different provisions. 

• On these maps we assess starting points and end points to 
see what impact they have.

• We will comment on provisions being used in our Support 
plans and many of our targets are only achievable through 
having special provisions that are designed to help your child 
make progress.



How do Ranges affect me if my child moves school?
• We will share information with any feeder schools so 

your child’s Range information will be sent to this 
school at the point of transfer.

• We are moderating with other schools so that there is 
consistency.

When will I be given information about my child’s 
ranges?
• Your child’s teacher will share your child’s ranges with 

you at the next SEND review. 
These are subject to change once moderation is 
complete.



Any questions?


