
                         YEAR 3 SPELLING OUTLINE 

Autumn Term 

Statutory Requirement Rules and guidance Example Words Possible Resources 

The  

/ɪ/sound spelt y elsewhere than at 

the end of words  

These words should be learnt as 

needed.  

 

myth, gym, Egypt, pyramid, 

mystery  

 

 

Prefixes: 

un- 

 

 

dis- 

 

 

mis-  

 

re-  

 

Most prefixes are added to the 

beginning of root words without 

any changes in spelling,  

 

 

 

 

 

disappoint, disagree, disobey, 

disappear 

 

misbehave, mislead, misspell.  

 

redo, refresh, return, reappear, 

redecorate  

 

Spelling Bank pg4, 6 , 7, 8, 18, 

23 

Support for Spelling Unit 

Y2T1 ii and Unit Y3T3 ii 

 

Suffixes (revision from Y2): 

-s 

 

-es 

 

-ed 

 

-ing 

 

-er 

When adding –ed, –ing, –er and –

est to a root word ending in –y 

with a consonant before it,  

the y is changed to i before –ed, –

er and –est are added, but not 

before –ing as this would result in 

ii. The only ordinary words with ii 

are skiing and taxiing.  

 

When adding the endings –ing, –

ed, –er, –est and –y to words 

ending in –e with a consonant 

before it, the –e at the end of the 

copied, copier, happier, happiest, 

cried, replied  

…but copying, crying, replying  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

hiking, hiked, hiker, nicer, nicest, 

shiny  

 

Spelling Bank p.4, 6, 7, 8, 18, 

23 

Support for Spelling Unit 

Y2T1 ii and Unit Y3T3 ii 

 



root word is dropped before –ing, 

–ed, –er, –est, –y or any other 

suffix beginning with a vowel 

letter is added.  

Exception: being.  

 

When adding –ing, –ed, –er, –est 

and –y to words of one syllable 

ending in a single consonant letter 

after a single vowel letter, the last 

consonant letter of the root word 

is doubled to keep the /æ/, /ɛ/, /ɪ/, 

/ɒ/ and /ʌ/ sound (i.e. to keep the 

vowel ‘short’).  

Exception: The letter ‘x’ is never 

doubled: mixing, mixed, boxer, 

sixes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

patting, patted, humming, 

hummed, dropping, dropped, 

sadder, saddest, fatter, fattest, 

runner, runny  

 

Words with the /eɪ/   

sound spelt ei, eigh, or ey  

 vein, weight, eight, neighbour, 

they, obey  

 

Words ending with the /g/ sound 

spelt –gue and the /k/ sound spelt –

que (French in origin)  

 

 league, tongue, antique, unique  

 

 

Revise apostrophe for contractions 

from Year 2.  

In contractions, the apostrophe 

shows where a letter or letters 

would be if the words were 

written in full (e.g. can’t – 

cannot).  

 

can’t, didn’t, hasn’t, couldn’t, it’s, 

I’ll  

 

Support for Spelling Unit Y4 

T3 i 

Spelling Bank pg15 and 19.  

Homophones and near 

homophones 

 accept/except, affect/effect, 

ball/bawl, berry/bury, 

brake/break, fair/fare, grate/great, 

Spelling Bank pg22, pg49 



groan/grown, here/hear, 

heel/heal/he’ll, knot/not, 

mail/male, main/mane, 

meat/meet, medal/meddle, 

missed/mist, peace/piece, 

plain/plane, rain/rein/reign, 

scene/seen, weather/whether,  

 

 

Spring Term 

Statutory Requirement Rules and guidance Example Words Possible Resources 

Revise suffixes from Year 2: 

-ment 

 

-ness 

 

 

-ful 

 

-less 

 

-ly (with a consonant before it) 

If a suffix starts with a consonant 

letter, it is added straight on to 

most root words without any 

change to the last letter of those 

words.  

Exceptions:  

(1) argument  

(2) root words ending in –y with a 

consonant before it but only if the 

root word has more than one 

syllable.  

 

enjoyment, sadness, careful, 

playful, hopeless, plainness (plain 

+ ness), badly  

 

merriment, happiness, plentiful, 

penniless, happily  

Spelling Bank p14 

Prefixes: 

sub- 

 

 

super- 

 

auto- 

 

sub- means ‘under’. 

 

 

super- means ‘above’ 

 

auto- means ‘self’ or ‘own’ 

 
subdivide, subheading, submarine, 

submerge  

 

supermarket, superman, superstar 

 

 

autobiography, autograph.  

 
(Support for Spelling Unit Y2 T2 ii 
and Unit Y4 T3 ii) 



Words with the /k/ sound spelt ch 

(Greek in origin)  

 scheme, chorus, chemist, echo, 

character 
 

Words with the /ʃ/ 

sound spelt ch (mostly French in 

origin) 

s – sure 

ss – mission  

t before ion – mention 

ci – special  

t before ial – partial 

ch – chef 

ce - ocean 

chef, chalet, machine, brochure  

 

 

Revise homophones and near 

homophones.  

 accept/except, affect/effect, 

ball/bawl, berry/bury, 

brake/break, fair/fare, grate/great, 

groan/grown, here/hear, 

heel/heal/he’ll, knot/not, 

mail/male, main/mane, 

meat/meet, medal/meddle, 

missed/mist, peace/piece, 

plain/plane, rain/rein/reign, 

scene/seen, weather/whether,  

Spelling Bank pg22, pg49 

Develop a range of strategies for 

checking spellings using a 

dictionary. 

Using first two letters.    

 

Summer Term 

Statutory Requirement Rules and guidance Example Words Possible Resources 

Suffixes: 

-ly 

 

The suffix –ly is added to an 

adjective to form an adverb. The 

rules already learnt still apply. 

  

 

sadly, completely, usually (usual 

+ ly), finally (final + ly), 

comically (comical + ly)  

 

 

Support for Spelling Unit Y3 

T2 ii Spelling Bank p13,14 



The suffix –ly starts with a 

consonant letter, so it is added 

straight on to most root words.  

Revise the /ʌ/ 

sound spelt ou  

These words should be learnt as 

needed.  

 

young, touch, double, trouble, 

country  

 

 

Revise homophones and near 

homophones.  

 accept/except, affect/effect, 

ball/bawl, berry/bury, 

brake/break, fair/fare, grate/great, 

groan/grown, here/hear, 

heel/heal/he’ll, knot/not, 

mail/male, main/mane, 

meat/meet, medal/meddle, 

missed/mist, peace/piece, 

plain/plane, rain/rein/reign, 

scene/seen, weather/whether,  

Spelling Bank pg22, pg49 

Revise apostrophes for contraction, 

now including it’s. 

It’s means it is (e.g. It’s raining) 

or sometimes it has (e.g. It’s been 

raining), but it’s is never used for 

the possessive.  

 

  

 

Word list for years 3 and 4 to be taught when deemed appropriate  

accident(ally)  

actual(ly)  

address  

answer  

appear  

arrive  

believe  

bicycle  

century  

certain  

circle  

complete 

consider  

continue  

decide  

describe  

famous  

favourite  

February  

forward(s) 

fruit  

grammar  

group  

guard  

learn  

length  

library  

material  

medicine  

mention  

minute  

natural  

possess(ion)  

possible  

potatoes  

pressure  

probably  

promise 

purpose  

quarter  

Suppose 

surprise  

therefore  

though/although  

thought  

through  

various  

weight  



breath  

breathe  

build  

busy/business  

calendar  

caught  

centre  

century  

certain  

circle  

complete 

different  

difficult  

disappear 

early  

earth  

eight/eighth  

enough  

exercise  

experience  

experiment  

extreme  

guide  

heard  

heart  

height  

history  

imagine  

increase  

important  

interest  

island 

knowledge 

naughty  

notice  

occasion(ally)  

often  

opposite  

ordinary  

particular  

peculiar  

perhaps  

popular  

position 

question  

recent  

regular  

reign  

remember  

sentence  

separate  

special  

straight  

strange  

strength  

woman/women 

 


